i86                        RENASCENT INDIA

although, of course, my right to represent India was derived
from the fact that I was a British Minister. We were careful
always to claim the new status that India had acquired, which
we all regarded as of great importance to her because of the
necessary Imperial and internal results of this achievement.
When it was then decided, in drawing up the Covenant of the
League of Nations, that the Dominions should be Original
State Members of the League, it was our privilege to argue,
and to argue successfully, that India must also in this matter
be regarded as having the status of a British Dominion." In
a subsequent letter1 he adds: "India's position on the British
Imperial War Cabinet, and the place allotted to her representa-
tives on a footing with the Dominions on my suggestion gained
for her ultimately, after some argument, her position as an
original member of the League of Nations. I attended the Peace
Conference not as a member of the British Government but
as head of the Indian delegation, and therefore when I was
chosen as Chairman of the Commission of the Peace Confer-
ence which settled the financial details of the Treaty with
Germany apart from reparations, India provided the only
British Empire Chairman, as far as my recollection goes, who
presided over any of the Commissions. We claimed, I think,
all that we could get for India because we thought that her
imperial and international recognition as a Dominion would
bring ia its train the grant of Dominion Constitution.3*

As for the status of India at the Peace Conference, it must be
recalled that the only "Powers with general interests," entitled
to attend all meetings of the Conference, were the United
States* Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan; the other twenty-
seven members of the Conference could only attend the Plenary
Sessions and such Commissions to which they were appointed.
The Enemy Powers, of course, were not admitted at all and the
Neutral Powers, only when specially summoned for a specific
1 Of August 5, 1924.